() How does John Steinbeck use the character of Candy to highlight some aspects of
American society in the 1930s? [20]

The last stage ofthe I¥e cycle Is represented by Candy , who Is at the end of his Iife, all men
seam 10 know thedr fate and see It In Candy. This is why he's rejected, he's Iving proaf that
they too wil grow old and have no us2 and therefore lose any dignity they ever had. During
tha Greal DEF]I'E-E-EHH"I ., many could not afond a3 F]-EI'I&H]I'I and becawse of this could not relire
with dignity. All men on the ranch are aware that this is thelr fate, they become hardened by
lonaiiness from r‘l'lﬂ'l'll'rgfl'ﬂ'ﬂ ranch %o ranch unable to form human bonds , and then 'ﬂ'IE'}' dre
weakenad by the prospect of death and by the desolation of poor (iving conditions and

grueilling work that cripple them as they grow oid.

Thelr rejecion |5 demonsirated by Me killing of Candy's dog. Candy. looks t his dog as a
companion, he says that he'd had it “ever since he was 3 pup”. This dog has been the only
pemManent procure in Candy's Ife, for during the Great Depression men could not arond
marry ﬂ'ﬂl'lgﬁ that woukl've |ased |-[H"Ig sUch as omamenis nor sowenics., and often moved
from ranch to @mnch, I'IDﬂ'HI'Ig Was FI-E'ITﬂEI'IE'I"I[ not secunz, the Wall =t crash In 1529 showed
that things can change Instantly from a booming Industy In the 13205 to poverty In the 30s.
Candy would™ve Ived through the 205 and woukl've rememberad its wealth and fortune
perhaps better than the younger characters such as Whit, and his dog oo, for they are both
elgerly, the 5og to him [s a relic from his past, and wih the shoobing of the dog, Stenbeck
shows that hils past has been rejected, e has no future for death |s not far away from him
behg old and disabded, and now he hias no FIE-EL Thie ranchers have I'E]E'l:-"IE'ﬂ thils man
through his dog, they cannat kill him, 5o they kil his dog signifying Mat they are rid of him.
He & now aware that hie will b2 FII..IT an e 'WUI’ITH". and ket i fend for ms2i, a siuation
that he would not survive In his frall stale, because of tis we ungderstand that the physical
death of his god, Is the metaphorical death for him, It seems that there is no hope In Candy
ever having dignity at the end of his Ife after this. Acconding to Carison The dog “don't have
no fun”, this applies to Candy to , And he sees the true resentment and lack of pity shown by

his feliow ranchsars.



But 500N after the Geath of his 00g N COMEs Across the K323 of e dream hat George and
Lennle share. The £act that he could Bring purpose 10 hem, that he wouid be giving his “350
BUCKS™ Of i COMPENSaTon money 10 Rund Me PUIPOse Of Their Tarm, gives him dignty and
respect fom George and Lennie. From this point on , they acknowledge him, they see him
35 2 Mend, he taunts Cuney’s wife n Chapler & teling her at he has “Ten's” AspRYNg his
new found coNficence Tom the fact Mat Mere 's I%e afer the et of his 00g and the
SUPPOSed Geath Of him. Before This . his ONYy SOUCE Of PUPOSe Was 3 Quide n chapler 2, he
W3t 3 GosEp ana Cated Curey “scrappy” 300 NS wife 3 “lart, Showing DiZemess and
resentment 10 his empioyers. But In chapler 4, he has e CONACNE 10 S3y 10 the face of
Cuney's wre Tial she Nas TOOZy IGEAT" aNd SDING That Ne WO Nt Rave 10 get 3 “ousy
tO DE 00" ¥ D were 10 D CaNned. In chapier 4, Candy Is GesCrDEd 36 the “Master of the
SEUITON" A5LEMNG NS New OUNG CONTOENCE WIN NS New f0UNd PUrpose.

In my ophion, Candy , & N0t 3 weak Character, DUt 3 weakened Characier who's faien Tom
grace. He seems 10 Rave 105t Nis NGNE NANG 1N 3 FaMING J0CIIeNt , Ind oM TS WoUld Ve
DEgaN his e 35 3 Worhiess crppie. TS & MIMIcked Dy the event when Cuney's Rand is
DUST rencenng Nim Makiadie nd 3 NAKCue. Candy's 000 Was 50 the £ DSt sheep 00"
DD ever saen. Al Of T SUQGEESS 1AL CINTY WIS ONCE 3N EXCETENT WOMKE:, DUt NOW
PEJECIET DACIUSE Of S USEHSS 5230 , I Ihe fokie SOUely Of The 15308, 36 In e great
Depression empioyers Could Ot AM0rd 10 e KNG 1 MIET eMPIoYers INT wouls have 10
@Epose Of Tem I 100 0K OF IUred 10 WOrk. The Gream momentarty gave hm Dack s
STENGM, DUL 36 THE Cream DECOMES IMPOSSDIE ONCE MOre, N “Covered Nis 23ce 1 Nis arm”
$IGNTYING the end Of NS I7e. CINTy 1655 GEOME *1 SHOWANT JUGHE 10 Of Kt RO SYANGEr SHOOL
my 00" 10r e UNGErSIanas That GEIIN COMES 107 M €nd OREP COWN WwAys Knew At hs
G6aT 35 NOMING DUL 3 FANCHEr WOUS DE NEVEIDE N 1S GEOrge IS 35 7 he knew 1t
SOme Gy LEnnie 100 would Rave 1 0, 3nG That NE WOUIS N0t DF JDM 10 SURVIVE WIthout
George, Just e CaNTy's 000, even If & was NS "greasest fear”, Candy was 2WJys aware of
NI £308, 35 2re 2 OMEr CAATICHSS 1 e SI07Y, WHO KNOW Mey re TIADPEA 1 3 Cyche.



Depression employers could not afford to be kind 1o their employers and would have to
dispose of them If too old or injured to work. The dream momentariy gave him back his
strength, but as the dream becomes impossible once more, he "covered his face in his arm*®
signifying the end of his ife. Candy tells George "I shouldn't aught 1o of let no stranger shoot
my dog" for he understands that death comes for all end deep down always knew that his
death as nothing but a rancher would be inevitable he tells George this as if he knew that
some day Lennie too would have to die, and that he would not be able to survive without
George, just like Candy's dog, even if it was his "greatest! fear”, Candy was always aware of

his fate, as are all other characters in the story, who know they are trapped in a cycle -]

Candy,




