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Wes 
Montgomery
HIS LEGACY

John Leslie (Wes) Montgomery, World Famous Jazz Guitarist
and Composer was born in Indianapolis, IN on March 6, 1923

and died June 15, 1968. Wes was a self-taught musical
genius, who developed his own sound using his thumb and

mastering a style playing octaves. This unique talent set him
apart in the industry and would become his signature trade
mark. Since being a self-taught musican, this would allow for

Wes to change the approach to the guitar and become a
leader in every genre of music. Wes was known for his warm
tones and the ability to make any song sound like his own.
Wes Montgomery received a Grammy for Going Out of My
Head (1966) and for Willow Weep for Me (1969), a Grammy
Hall of Fame Award for The Incredible Jazz Guitar of Wes

Montgomery (1998), and RIAA Gold Album for A Day in the
Life. Wes Montgomery's uniqueness and brilliance is an

inspiration to musicians both then and now, making him a
symbol of Indiana history and Hoosier pride! Celebrate 100
years of Wes Montgomery by visiting remembrance places
for him throughout the City of Indianapolis or events going

on throughout the year. 



CELEBRATE

WES MONTGOMERY PARK

W e s  M o n t g o m e r y  P a r k  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 0 .  I n d y P a r k s  n a m e d

t h i s  p a r k  w h i c h  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  3 4 0 0  N .  H a w t h o r n e  L a n e  w i t h  3 7 -
a c r e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a  s p r a y  p a r k ,  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t s ,  p u b l i c  p o o l ,
s w i n g  s e t s ,  s h e l t e r  h o u s e ,  a n d  a  g r e e n s p a c e  a r e a .  F r o m  a  b i r d ’ s
e y e  v i e w  t h e ,  t h e  p a r k  l o o k s  l i k e  a  g u i t a r .  A t t a c h e d  a r e  p i c t u r e s

o f  t h e  p a r k  a n d  r e n d e r i n g s  o f  t h e  n e w  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t  p a v i l i o n .   



Wes Montgomery
Check out some of the murals, parks, and events around Indianapolis

that celebrate Wes Montgomery and his legacy. 



PORTRAIT OF WES
MONTGOMERY AT CAPITAL

GRILLE 



PIECE AT HOTEL INDY 

I n d i a n a p o l i s ’ s  d o w n t o w n  H o t e l  I n d y ,

t r i b u t e  p o r t f o l i o  h o t e l ,  f e a t u r e s  a  u n i q u e
p i e c e  o f  M o n t g o m e r y .  T h i s  p i e c e  w a s

c r e a t e d  b y  C a s e y  R o b e r t s  a n d  T h e  A r t
D i r e c t i o n  w a s  “ I c o n s  o f  I n d y ” .  




MURAL ON INDIANA AVE
AND CAPITOL STREET


Y o u  c a n  f i n d  W e s  M o n t g o m e r y  a l o n g  w i t h
o t h e r  I n d y  j a z z  a r t i s t s  i n  a  m u r a l  l o c a t e d

o n  I n d i a n a  A v e  a n d  C a p i t o l  S t r e e t .  Y o u
c a n  f i n d  t h e  m u r a l  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f

M u s i c i a n ’ s  R e p a i r  &  S a l e s .  I t  w a s  p a i n t e d
i n  2 0 1 2 ,  a s  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t y  a s  p a r t

o f  S u p e r  B o w l  X L V I  p l a n n i n g .  A l l  o f  t h e
a r t i s t s  p a i n t e d  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  t o  t h e

I n d y  j a z z  s c e n e  f r o m  t h e  1 9 5 0 ’ s  a n d
1 9 6 0 ’ s .  






INDIANAPOLIS CULTURAL TRAIL
ART INSTALLATION: “TALKING

WALL” AT IUPUI CAMPUS 

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  a r t i s t  B e r n a r d  W i l l i a m s

p a y s  t r i b u t e  t o  M o n t g o m e r y  i n  h i s
o u t d o o r  a r t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  t i t l e d  T a l k i n g

W a l l .  I n  t h i s  p i e c e ,  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
s y m b o l s  a r e  f u s e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  t e l l  a

s t o r y  a n d  p r o m o t e  d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  w i t h i n

I n d i a n a p o l i s .  T h e  l a r g e  g u i t a r  s p e a k s  t o
t h e  s t o r y  o f  M o n t g o m e r y  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t

h e  m a d e  w i t h i n  I n d y  a n d  t h e  m u s i c a l
c o m m u n i t y .  




GRAVE SITE AT NEW CROWN 

T h e  l a s t  h o m e  o f  W e s  M o n t g o m e r y  w a s

l o c a t e d  i n  B u t l e r - T a r k i n g t o n .  H i s  f u n e r a l
t o o k  p l a c e  a t  P u r i t a n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h

w h i l e  h i s  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  i s  N e w  C r o w n
C e m e t e r y ,  l o c a t e d  a t  2 1 0 1  C h u r c h m a n

A v e .  





“Wes Bound” Documentary







T h e  W e s  M o n t g o m e r y  d o c u m e n t a r y  w i l l  p r e m i e r e  i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 3

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  M o n t g o m e r y ’ s  1 0 0 t h  b i r t h d a y .
R o b e r t  M o n t g o m e r y ,  y o u n g e s t  s o n  o f  W e s  M o n t g o m e r y ,  w i l l  b e

s h a r i n g  r e e l s  o f  h o m e  m o v i e s  f o r  t h e  f i l m .  R o b e r t  w a n t s  t h e
d o c u m e n t a r y  t o  s h e d  l i g h t  o n  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  t o  l e a r n
m o r e  a b o u t  h i m  a n d  w h e r e  h i s  m u s i c  c a m e  f r o m .  Y o u  c a n  f i n d

t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  L o c a l  P B S  s t a t i o n s .  A f t e r  t h e  p r e m i e r  o n
W T I U ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t r e a m  o n  P B S  V i d e o  s t a r t i n g

F e b r u a r y  2 7 t h .  I t  w i l l  a i r  a g a i n  o n  M a r c h  5  a n d  M a r c h  6  o n  t h e
1 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  W e s  M o n t g o m e r y ’ s  b i r t h .

THE CABARET MAY 13TH IN
OUR OWN SWEET WAY 


H o n o r i n g  t h e  A r t i s t i c  L e g a c y  o f  W e s  M o n t g o m e r y ,
S e p t e m b e r / O c t o b e r  J a z z  F e s t  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  W e s .  I n

O u r  O w n  S w e e t  W a y  i s  a  c r e a t i v e  t r i b u t e  h o n o r i n g  t h e  l i f e ,
l e g a c y ,  a n d  c r e a t i v e  s p i r i t  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  n a t i v e ,  W e s

M o n t g o m e r y .  T h e  e v e n i n g  w i l l  f e a t u r e  a  d y n a m i c  f u s i o n  o f
s p o k e n  w o r d  p o e t r y ,  v o c a l e s e ,  a n d  l i v e  j a z z .  R o b  D i x o n  &

t h e  I n d i a n a  J a z z  C o l l e c t i v e  a r e  j o i n e d  b y  s p o k e n  w o r d
a r t i s t s  M a n o n  V o i c e ,  B a s h i r i  A s a d ,  a n d  L a s a n a  K a z e m b e  t o
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  m u s i c  a n d  l i v i n g  m e m o r y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  t r u e

p i o n e e r s  a n d  i n n o v a t o r s  o f  m o d e r n  j a z z  m u s i c .



CELEBRATE
Wes Montgomery



FEBRUARY 25
4:30PM- 7PM 

FEBRUARY 26

MARCH 11
7 & 9:30PM  

JULY 20TH 
7PM
INDIANAPOLIS ARTS CENTER 

MAY 13TH

SEPTEMBER
26TH -28TH

Wes Montgomery tribute at
Art and Soul. Robert Coleman
will be the featured guitarist.

WTIU will premier Wes
Bound: The Genius of Wes
Montgomery. 

Wes @ 100 featuring the
Indianapolis Jazz Collective
The Jazz Kitchen 

Indy Jazz Foundation
presents Jazz at the Center:
Wes at 100 concert, Feat
the Indy Jazz Collective 

The Cabaret In Our Own
Street Way 

Week of Indy Jazz Fest
Wes at 100 events 

EVENTS
CELEBRATING

WES
MONTGOMERY



The Incredible Jazz Guitar of Wes Montgomery 



Fingerpickin’



Movin Wes 



Bumpin 



Boss Guitar 



WES ALBUMS TO
CHECK OUT!


