
 
 

February 16, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Ricketts 

Governor of Nebraska 

Office of the Governor 

P.O. Box 94848 

Lincoln, NE 68509 

 

CC: 

The Honorable Spencer Cox, Governor of Utah 

The Honorable Douglas J. Peterson, Attorney General of Nebraska  

The Honorable Sean Reyes, Attorney General of Utah  

Dear Governor Ricketts:  

 

We are proud to have partnered with the State of Nebraska in its Covid-19 pandemic response via 

TestNebraska. Through leadership such as yours during this crisis, governors throughout the U.S. were 

able to take swift and direct action that allowed for their states’ economic engines to continue, schools 

to remain open and lives to begin to return to normalcy.  Nebraska is a leading example of this 

comeback. 

 

Nomi Health worked with our state partners to establish, staff and scale one of the nation’s first burden-

free testing programs in the country. TestNebraska performed over one million accurate and reliable 

Covid-19 tests throughout Nebraska at no cost to individuals.  

 

We are reminded that when you operate at the intersection of healthcare, business and politics -- 

especially amid a pandemic -- you will earn critics. Sadly, Utah aristocrat, chairman of Utah Journalism 

Foundation and owner of The Salt Lake Tribune, Paul Huntsman is one such critic. In addition to waging a 

baseless and politically-motivated campaign of criticism against Nomi Health’s lifesaving testing 

solutions, Huntsman pursued litigation to question TestNebraska’s impact. Nomi Health believes that 

Mr. Huntsman’s litigation is a vehicle in which to pursue competing business interests and relitigate his 

brother’s 2020 election loss to Utah Governor Spencer Cox. His own attorney Suzette Rasmussen 

recently stated their motive publicly, in commenting to press about the case seeking how public-private 

partnerships “...affected the election cycles that followed.”  

 

Mr. Huntsman has shown he and his allies are not truly “interested in the examination of public records” 

as they state. They have the information about the program’s accuracy that they purport they seek. 

Instead, they formed “Jittai,” a front organization separate from The Salt Lake Tribune and its staff to 

cast public doubt at a time when COVID care remains critical to remaining open safely. Via Jittai, he has 

directed and empowered attorney Suzette Rasmussen, publicists and special freelance journalists to 

attack our work so they can exploit to further their personal political and business agendas.  

 

https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2021/08/19/governor-facing-two-open-records-lawsuits/
https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2021/08/19/governor-facing-two-open-records-lawsuits/
https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2021/08/19/governor-facing-two-open-records-lawsuits/


 
 

The litigation in Nebraska has always been about Mr. Huntsman’s determination to fund a private unit 

to cast doubt and sow mistrust among the public by relentlessly questioning the work and motives of 

those who stepped up to bring solutions the public needed. This behavior of Mr. Huntsman’s 

undermines critical and important public health initiatives and is not unique to Nebraska or to the 

state’s pandemic response. Since taking over the Tribune, he has publicly acknowledged that he runs its 

newsroom with a “hands on” instead of an arms length approach. We believe that he has hid behind the 

news outlet’s nonprofit tax status in order to harm his business and political adversaries. This 

weaponization of what was once a beacon of local journalism cannot be tolerated -- especially at the 

expense of Nebraska taxpayers in the pursuit of frivolous legal action. His very attack on programs such 

TestNebraska are wasting the very taxpayer dollars he is claiming to be trying to protect with his 

vigilantly and baseless attacks.  

 

Nomi Health has articulated since the outset of this litigation that Mr. Huntsman’s claims of public 

interest is nothing more than an effort to question and erode public trust in pandemic response. The 

State of Nebraska and Nomi Health provided multiple opportunities to settle this case and share the 

necessary information needed that demonstrate the accuracy and reliability of TestNebraska. These 

efforts were met by Mr. Huntsman with rejection, dilatory motions and logistical intransigence.  

 

Nomi’s approach as always been to act in the best interest of the public of whom we serve and have 

strived from the being to administer a program to support the underserved. As your partner in this 

public health fight, we have withdrawn our request that the State of Nebraska withhold redacted 

information within the validation report. Today, many of the components of Nomi’s system are 

ascertainable as a result of information released shared to another private company that then shared 

that same information with the State. 

 

Yet, we share the State’s interest in ensuring its resources and taxpayer funds are not diverted to 

wasteful lawsuits like this one. While we continue to doubt Mr. Huntsman’s motives, we have decided 

to partner with the State to release the unredacted report. The data included in the TestNebraska 

validation report should showcase your leadership and effectiveness during a global pandemic, further 

deeming his quest for “truth” moot.  

 

Thank you for your partnership, and please let me know if you have any further questions.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Mark Newman  

Co-Founder and CEO 

NomI Health  

 

 

 


