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1. Florida Taylor| Year: Junior | Major : Nursing 
How would your friend describe you? Funny, independent, caring, and hard working 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? For me this mentorship means connecting with others. I hope to gain lifelong 
friendships and support for others. I love out loud. I am a very caring and compassionate person. I like to encourage others to reach for their dreams. I am a great 
listener. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? Right now I care most about people getting out to vote locally. I think that will be the only way we see positive change 
within our communities. I also care a lot about ending police brutality. 
Where are the core values that guide your life? I believe that everyone has a right to their own perspectives. I think that it is important to consider what others are 
going through and have gone through when not agreeing on things. I love everyone because I feel like the things in my life that I encounter are a reflection of me 
in some way, so in order to love myself I must genuinely love others. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I love R&B love songs and old school R&B. I like action and comedy movies. I just picked up a love 
for growing plants so I spend a lot of free time looking up plants that I can grow at home. 
 

2. Sophadriana Oum| Year: Junior | Major: Psychology | Minor: Chemical Dependency Counseling 
How would your friend describe you?  My friends would describe me as hardworking, determined, caring, friendly, and a great listener 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience?  Mentorship to me is this meaning to have an experience where there is a 
crucial understanding of finding a way to connect, uplift, and inspire others through each of our collective lived experiences.What I hope to gain from this 
experience is being able to inspire other individuals, that everything and anything is possible when you set your mind into things. While also implementing a safe 
place to be themselves within a community that strives for compassion, growth, and unity. Having been in the position of a mentee and mentor for the past three 
years has changed my life for the better. I never knew how impactful, strong, supportive, and unconditionally loving the individuals within this program are 
throughout my college experience thus far.  
What social issue(s) do you care most about The social issues I care most about are civil and equal rights, institutionalized racism, environmental issues, health care 
system, and immigration. 
Where are the core values that guide your life? The core values that guide my life are from my family where they strongly believe in honesty, loyalty, integrity, and 
perseverance which includes everyone into our lives, unconditionally. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? The type of music I am into are artists like Ariana Grande, Zayn Malik, Harry Styles, Kehlani, and 
Olivia Rodrigo. As for shows I am currently into are WandaVision, Loki, Elite, and Atypical. For movies it would ultimately be Marvel movies, it is so difficult to 
choose the best one...if I were to choose I would say Age of Ultron! :) 
 

3. Sabana Wilson| Year: Senior | Major: Social Work | Minor in Native American Studies 
How would you or a friend describe you? Funny, Helpful, Goofy 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience?  Mentorship means to me is someone that you can learn from and can make 
connections that can last a lifetime. What I hope to gain from my experience is to understand other's perspectives on life and make someone's first year of college 
great. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? Adoption, Immigration, Politics, Health care, Child Care 
Where are the core values that guide your life? Being respectful and kind. Knowing you are not perfect but that is what makes you unique.  
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into?  Disney, Musicals, Netflix series, Halsey  
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4. Julie Lee | Year: Junior | Major: Social Work | Minor: Women’s Studies, Critical Studies of Race and Ethnicities 

How would you or a friend describe you? In combination, my friends and I will describe me as a kind and considerate person who has strengths of listening, 
encouraging, and caring. Also someone who is very passionate about what and who I love and care about <3  
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? What mentorship means to me is a collaborative and supportive relationship 
in a professional and personal environment. What I hope to gain from this peer mentorship experience is supporting a peer to get used to and feel comfortable in 
the St. Kate’s community and the St. Paul area. I also hope to gain a learning experience and a larger community of meeting other Katies, their experience, 
passions, and their own growth, as well as feeling more connected to the MIPS community at St. Kate’s.  
What social issue(s) do you care most about? Childhood trauma and mental health, intergenerational trauma, poverty, gender inequality, and education and health 
care accessibility.  
Where are the core values that guide your life? Family and community, open communication, collaboration, diversity, equity and inclusion, self-appreciation, 
advocacy, and empowerment.  
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? The Hate U Give (book and movie), Simon vs. the Homo-Sapiens, Will Grayson Will Grayson, 
Criminal Minds, Law & Order SVU, Good Trouble, Matilda (childhood movie), and Ponyo.  

 
5. Adrien Hernandez Diaz | Year: Sophomore | Major: American Sign Language  

How would you or a friend describe you? A friend would describe me as caring, attentive, kind, and empathetic.  
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship to me means having someone you can go to for 
resources, advice, help, etc. I would hope to relieve my mentee of some stress and help make their transition to college go smoother. I hope to be able to gain 
some new friendships and connections with my mentees and other mentors. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? The social issues that I care most about are racism, immigration, homelessness, and global warming.  
What are the core values that guide your life? Some core values that guide my life are acceptance, compassion, determination, and courage. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? Books: Our Stories, Our Voices , Detox Your Thoughts Shows: Good Trouble, Jane The Virgin, 
Gossip Girl, Elite Music: Bad Bunny, 6lack, Giveon, Rauw Alejandro 

 
6. Yesica Salgado Palma| Year: Sophomore | Major: Public Health - Community Health Worker 

How would you or a friend describe you? My friends would describe me as genuine, caring, honest and reliable person. 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship means a lot to me because during my first year I at St. Kate’s I 
had an amazing mentor who I could reach out for support and any questions I had. I want to become what my mentor was for me, a person I can confide in and 
reach out for support and advice. 
What are the specific characteristics you would want us to consider in matching you with a mentee? What would you hope to gain from being a mentor?  (i.e. similar 
major, race/ethnicity, interests & hobbies, etc.) Being a mentor, I hope to gain a good relationship with my mentee(s), but also being able to provide them with 
resources or any support they need.    
What social issue(s) do you care most about? The social issues that I care most about is women’s rights, immigration, gender inequality, and racial discrimination. 
Where are the core values that guide your life? My core values in life are kindness, growth, equality, positivity, respect and honesty. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? My favorite artists are BAD BUNNY and BTS! I love to watch scary movies and kdramas. I’m always 
willing to hear any recommendations! 
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7. Gabriela Cortes| Year: Junior | Major: Social Work | Minor: Nonprofit Strategies and Operations 
How would you or your friend describe yourself?  Very open-minded, outgoing, and respectful 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience?  Being a mentor will allow me to help incoming students become more 
welcomed, involved, and feel a sense of community right at the beginning of their St. Kate’s experience. This is something that I really struggled with my first year 
here, and I would love to help others have a seamless and welcoming experience when entering St. Kate’s! 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? I care greatly about immigration and racial issues in the U.S. As a child of two immigrant parents, the attention on 
immigration laws have always been present and daunting. Racial inequality is also something that I care deeply about - making sure that all BIPOC have an 
opportunity in every aspect of society is crucial to today’s world. 
What are the core values that guide your life? Family, community, and respect are values that guide my life. My family is very important to me, it’s part of the 
reason I went to a university in my hometown of St. Paul. Community and respect goes hand-in-hand with my family-centered values; I think it goes a long way to 
treat your community with the care, attention, and respect as you would with your own family.   
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I am into many different shows at the moment! One of my all time favorite shows is Jane the 
Virgin, but currently I am very into a novela called “Si Nos Dejan” and the show "Good Girls."  

 
8. Anastasia Rousseau | Year: Senior | Major: History | Minor: Philosophy 

How would you or your friend describe yourself? My friends would describe me as reliable, intelligent, and confident. 
Mentorship means developing a meaningful relationship with someone who has gone through a similar journey. I hope to be seen as an advisor and a resource for 
my mentee.  
What social issue(s) do you care most about? The social issues I care deeply about is America’s racist institution, specifically toward housing and redlining in our 
own communities, and the black live matter movements and their push to show light the way police brutality affects black individuals.  
What are the core values that guide your life? The core values that guide my life are honesty, compassion and fairness. These three core values and more guide me 
on my decisions as an individual and as a leader as I interact with every individual I meet regardless of my own biases.  
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I am loving the show Avatar: the last Airbender, Kim’s Convenience and Broad City. My all time 
favorite movie is the Joker and I love all kinds of genres of music besides country.  
 

9. Malodi Yangwaue| Year: Junior | Major: Biology (Pre-Med) 
How would you or your friend describe you? I would describe myself as a kind and honest person. I'm also pretty flexible and laid back.  
What does mentorship mean to you? What mentorship means to me is helping my mentees to the best of my ability. What that looks like to me is helping them 
adjust to St. Kate's, providing them with resources and opportunities, and anything else to help make my mentee's experience better. What I hope to gain from 
this experience is making new friends and being able to help out as much as I can.  
What social issue(s) do you care most about? The social issues I care about most is racial injustice and gender inequality.  
Where are the core values that guide your life? Some core values that guide my life are kindness, honesty, and education. I truly believe you can go so far with 
these core values 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? Some books that I am into are Between Shades of Gray and Assassin's Heart. I love k-pop. My 
favorite kpop groups are BTS, Seventeen, and Monsta x. I also like any type of music, except for country and metal. Some of my favorite shows are The Umbrella 
Academy, Criminal Minds, and The Dark Crystal: Age of Resistance. I absolutely love all the films from Ghibli Studios. I also like anime. My favorite anime are Attack 
on Titan, Promised Neverland, and Haikyuu.   
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10. Kazong Vue | Year: Junior |Major: Chemistry (with concentration in Biochemistry) and Critical Studies of Race & Ethnicity 
How would you or a friend describe you? I would describe myself as friendly and caring, but a little chaotic. I love meeting new people and creating connections 
with others 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Personally, mentorship means being a supportive and friendly individual in 
someone's life who can help make situations easier when their mentee is in need of assistance. Mentors are individuals who are able to act as a friend, but also 
allow for constructive assistance for local resources and connections! I am lucky to have mentors in my life that I hold dear to me, and they are people who have 
poured so much wisdom and support into my life. From this experience, I hope to help other St. Kate's students out to help them feel more comfortable at school! 
I hope to gain friendship, as well as being able to help and support others in-person! I think the pandemic has affected many people's mental health and I think we 
all could benefit from in-person interactions and relationship building! (Continue to Next Page) 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? I am very passionate about racial relations, politics, education, and science. As a woman of color, I find a lot of passion 
in expanding my knowledge on racism and the experience of BIPOC in the United States to learn more about the people around me and the people that are in my 
life. I also am dedicated to topics related to education and science because of how little we know about the world we live in today! It truly is fascinating and I love 
learning :) 
Where are the core values that guide your life? Some core values that I hold dear to me are compassion, happiness, and kindness. These are values that I hold 
myself to and that I find very important because of how vital they are when in social situations. I also think that without these main values, I would not be the 
person that I am today! 
What book/s, music, and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I tend to listen to all types of music and watch all kinds of TV shows/movies. Over quarantine, I 
recently refound my love of anime, so I have been watching LOTS of that as of lately. I also enjoy scary/psychological thriller movies or TV shows like Jane the 
Virgin, Sherlock, or Steven Universe. As for music, I really enjoy k-pop, r&b, and lots of songs I found off of TikTok. For books, I love reading fiction written by 
women of color! I also am an avid Harry Potter fan (Ravenclaw for the win). 

 
11. Carla Pliego Java| Year: Sophomore | Major: Elementary education and Spanish  

How would your friend describe you? My friends would describe me as reliable, compassionate, committed, and driven. My friends know that they can count on 
me to help them in anything they may be struggling with or need guidance in. I am determined and driven to achieve in my academic and personal goals as well as 
stay true to my commitments such as any volunteer services or leadership positions and opportunities. 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship to me means positively impacting someone by guiding them and 
influencing them in their personal and professional development. A mentor is someone who will be there as a resource and support for one to thrive in a new 
environment or area of expertise. I hope to positively impact first-year Katies in easing any stress that comes with transitioning into one’s first semester of college. 
I want to be someone that helps BIPOC students get connected with the St. Kate’s community and feel a sense of belonging while transitioning into a new 
academic environment. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? Gender inequality, immigration rights, women’s 
rights, Black Lives Matter, LGBTQ+ rights, mental health, and access to education. 
Where are the core values that guide your life? Family, friendship, compassion, generosity, loyalty, leadership, and integrity. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? ? I’ve been currently into books by Rupi Kaur and Yesika Salgado or any books that involve poetry 
due to their artistic freedom and creativity. I am absolutely obsessed with Bad Bunny and Giveon’s music. For shows, I love Never Have I Ever and Criminal Minds 
on Netflix! 
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12. Gabrielle Agbenyiga| Year: Sophomore | Major: Social Work and Women and International Development 
How would you or a friend describe you? I would describe myself as very outgoing and curious. I am always eager to learn and understand about all that this world 
holds. A friend would say that I always try to put myself in ones' shoes and understand their perspective.  
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship means personal growth not only within a mentee but also a 
mentor. From this experience, I hope to teach my mentee some of the lessons that I did as a first year. I also hope to learn from them as we both maneuver the 
life of a young college student. I hope to gain a peer who has a few of the same interests as me and even some that are different. I would love to be 
around someone who can continue to lead and guide me as I do my part to lead and guide them. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? As someone who majors in social work, I have so many issues that I care about and carry close to my heart. One that 
is very important to me is domestic and sexual violence and abuse. I have a very strong passion for this topic and I hope to do a lot of work globally with victims of 
these types of abuse. 
Where are the core values that guide your life? The core values that guide me through life are community and leadership. I was taught to always think of your 
community first and how you can make a difference. This is one of the reasons why I chose the field and major that I did. Leadership is something that is very 
important to me. I am still learning how to be the best leader that I can be. I still make mistakes, but I trust that each mistake will shape me to be an amazing 
young leader in the future. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I have recently discovered that I have a love for poetry. If I am not reading a poetry book, I am 
reading a book from one of my two favorite authors; Chimamanda Adiche or Uzodinma Iweala. I truly love all types of music but I grew up listening to a lot of 
West African, Reggae, R&B, and Rap music so these are currently the main types of genres for my playlists! As for shows, I have a few favorites which are 
Grey's Anatomy, Scandal, How to Get Away With Murder, The Vampire Diaries and The Originals. My absolute favorite show would have to be Prison Break. Finally, 
I believe that I have so many favorite movies but my favorite is Beasts of No Nation. 
 

13. Victoria Delgado - Palma| Year: Junior | Major: Economics & International Studies 
How would you or a friend describe you? A friend would describe me as a focused but caring individual. Meaning that I am determined to achieve my goals but will 
not hesitate to put others or help when needed.  
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? To me, mentorship means that one does not have to struggle or go through 
anything alone. Mentorship should be a helping hand when experiencing something new for the first time. Mentorship should also mean sharing experiences with 
one another that could be helpful in becoming more knowledgeable. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? I feel very passionate towards any and all social issues surrounding the BIPOC community.  
Where are the core values that guide your life? The core values that guide my life are authenticity, kindness, respect and curiosity.  
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? A book that I am into is "Dear Girl." I am into anything R&B, Hip Hop, Pop or any music at all really. 
I have recently been very into any shows or movies from Turkey. But I also like watching many types of shows and movies.  

 
14. Isela Cereso Mendiola | Year: Junior | Major: Social Work 

How would your friend describe you? My friends would describe me as: organized, motivated, determined, supportive, empathetic, and understanding. 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship for me has been a key element within my life. From a very young 
age, I have been surrounded by mentorship and the impact of building everlasting relationships. Therefore, my goal is to provide a sense of support and guidance 
towards incoming St. Kate’s students in order for them to successfully navigate their first year of college.  
What social issue(s) do you care most about? Some social issues I care most about are: immigration, women rights, inequality, racism, and police brutality 
Where are the core values that guide your life? The core values I live by is demonstrating empathy, helping others, perseverance, and respect! 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? On Netflix, I’ve enjoyed watching - Becoming, Sweet Magnolias, Gentefied, Never Have I Ever, 
Knock Down the House, and so many more!  
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15. Ashley Torres Gurrola | Year: 4th year | Major: Nursing (2nd year nursing student) 
How would your friend describe you? Calm, honest, and reliable.  
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship is important to me because I am able to take the advice that is 
given to me and apply it to my life. Mentors have always been around me whether it’s a family member, friend, or colleague. Learning from those around me has 
led me to be more open-minded about situations I am involved in. Also, to be grateful for my surroundings. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? Current issues such as Black Lives Matter, AAPI, Inequalities in the BIPOC community, Hispanic/Latinx related issues, 
etc 
Where are the core values that guide your life? Not being judgmental. Be open-minded, be humble, work hard, care for others, and be grateful 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I like watching scary movies, crime documentaries, and Korean movies/dramas 
 

16. Audrey Mutanhaurwa | Year: Senior | Major: Economics Minor: Statistics & Finance  
How would you or your friend describe yourself? My friend would describe me as warm and caring, friendly and hardworking. passionate. 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship to me means being able to impact someone’s life, sometimes in 
profound ways, you are giving your time and emotional capacity to better someone else as a role model who can also provide leadership to others by establishing 
and maintaining ongoing connections with them. It means being the source of support and encouragement as well. I hope to gain friendships as well as gain 
perspective and to feel more connected. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about?  Gender discrimination, Education disparity, Unemployment, and Economic development, and equality. 
What are the core values that guide your life? The core values that hold my life are:  Integrity,Kindness, Authenticity, and Contribution.  
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? I am into the self-help side of books and am a poetry fanatic and I have been reading this 
book.  "How to love the World, poems of gratitude and hope". Currently I've been binge watching American Horror stories. 
 

17. Louise Ba| Year: Sophomore | Major: Political Science, Economics and Public Policy 
How would your friend describe you? A friend would probably describe me as sassy, outgoing and extremely talkative!  
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience? Mentorship means having another person in your community to rely on and 
lie back on. It’s incredibly important because it’s a way to feel connected to the people around you, especially now that we’re slowly moving out of Covid times. I 
hope to be able to gain new friends and new bonds with my mentees, because I truly love meeting new people!  
What social issue(s) do you care most about? I care the most about intersectional advocacy, which isn’t necessarily a specific issue but still important! It basically 
means advocating for everyone, even if you don’t belong to the group that you’re advocating for.  
Where are the core values that guide your life? The core values that guide my life tie pretty deeply into my religious values. I’m Muslim and the values of peace, 
open-mindedness, humility and kindness guide me in every way! 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? No because tell me why I was doing my braids that are in the picture and it literally took me two 
days so I binged watched Greys from like season 4-9. ALL IN TWO DAYS. But anywayyys I’ve been reading Grapes of Wrath and Midnight Sun, and I’ve been really 
into just like chill music that I can listen to to unwind. Lots of jazz and classical music these days!  
 

18. Melody Her | Year: Sophomore | Major: Political Science and Economics | Minor in Criminal Justice 
How would your friend describe you? My friends describe me as "quite an interesting person" who is unique, down to earth, a critical thinker, and quick witted. I 
use my critical thinking skills to advocate, and be both mindful and respectful. (This is from me) I love to make others laugh, and cherish every relationship, 
especially the ones that feel like we've known each other longer than we actually have! 
What does mentorship mean to you? What do you hope to gain from this experience Mentorship, to me, means guidance, compassion, patience, and 
companionship. Through this experience, I hope to create new relationships that can carry through (not only as "mentor and mentee") but as friends! I hope to 
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create an informal, fun, honest and vulnerable relationship with my mentee(s). Through this, I can be their mentor, but also learn from them because I have no 

doubt they have much to teach me 😊 I also hope to gain more skills on how to influence and lead, but also carry the willingness to learn from others. 
What social issue(s) do you care most about? My passion for social issues are very diverse and numerous so I will try my best to sum them up! :) My work and care 
lie in racial, gender, and environmental justice. Further, I strive for the advocacy of women's rights (feminist movement), immigrant rights, the LGBTQIA+ 
community, Black Lives Matter, Indigenous rights, Stop Asian Hate, climate justice, and economic equality. 
Where are the core values that guide your life? My core values consist of compassion, wisdom, forgiveness, justice, and humility. Compassion for those who come 
across my life whoever they may be, wisdom because knowledge is truly power, forgiveness to allow goodwill and growth, justice because without justice there is 
no peace, and integrity to live humble and without arrogance. 
What book/s, music and/or shows/movies are you currently into? Ella Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn is an adorable novel with "a progressively lipogrammatic 
epistolary fable". I highly recommend it because it not only has a captivating storyline but is also gifted with a profound use of jargon (which I love)!!  In this story, 
certain letters of the alphabet begin to fall from the memorial statue of Nevin Nollop and as the letters progressively drop, they also disappear from the novel. To 
me, it's a genius piece of literature for the author who has to increasingly use less and less letters, taking them away from the ability to utilize certain words!!! 
(approx. 3 hour read!) 


